ESSAYS ON THE GITA

the light in which the Gita presents it to us. We
must now look a little more closely at this Avatarhood
and at the significance of the divine Birth of which it
is the outward expression; tor that is a link of consid-
erable importance in the integral teaching oi the
Gita. And we may first translate the words of the
Teacher himselE in which the nature and purpose of
Avatarhood are given summarily and remind ourseh cs
also of other passages or references which bear upon it.
"Many are my lives that are past, and thine also,
0 Arjuna; all of them I know, but thou knowest not,
0 scourge oi the foe   Though I am the unborn,
though I am imperishable in my self-existence, though
I am the Lord of all existences, yet I stand upon m\
own Nature and I come into birth by my self-McUa.
For whensoever there is the fading of the Dharma and
the uprising of unrighteousness, then I loose myself
torth into birth. For the deliverance of the good, for
the destruction of the evil-doers, for the enthroning o(
the Right I am born from age to age   He who
knoweth thus in its right plinciples my divine birth
and my divine work, when he abandons his body,
comes not to rebirth, he comes to Me, 0 Aijuna.
Delivered fiom liking and fear and wrath, full o[
me, taking refuge in me, many purified by austerity
of knowledge have arrived at my nature of being
(madbhdvam, the divine nature of the Purushottama).
As men approach Me, so I accept them to my lo\e
(bhajdmi); men follow in every way my path, 0 son
of Pritha "

But most men, the Gita goes on to say, desiring
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